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a general diffusion of the consciousness of humanity's
common ends and goods, a consciousness that in earlier
periods of the world's history was at most the possession
of a few exceptional minds. Thus, from being a merely
potential unity, humanity begins to become an actual
unity, upon which larger moral tasks devolve as its means
groxv larger,

4.   THE COMMON INTELLECTUAL LIFE OF HUMANITY1.

The idea of humanity is not primitive, but a product of
gradual development, and still in process of growth. The
intellectual life took its rise in isolated and disconnected
beginnings. The intellectual possessions created by one
nation passed, through no volition of its own, into the
possession of others. Thus, preserved from destruction by
being imparted, such possessions became the inheritance
of new peoples called to civilisation. So the course of
history became coherent, not because the human race was
originally animated by a common intellectual life, but
because from scattered fragments of the intellectual life a
whole was gradually built up. For this reason the con-
tinuity of the intellectual life as displayed in history does
not directly follow the course of events itself, but is evident
only in retrospect

Yet historical life labours without wearying to bring
about a transformation of this original relationship. In
the first place there is a more clearly conscious estimate
of the intellectual heritage of the past as regards its value
and the conditions under which it is obtained* Thus
Rome even in its day delighted in the treasures of Greek
learning and art; and during the period of the revival of
ancient civilisation the traces of antique culture were
everywhere followed with loving care. Yet even here the